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October 5, 2004    

Omniflight Helicopters and Native Air Announce Merger
Omniflight Helicopters (Dallas, Texas) a leader in the air medical industry since 1962 and Native American Air Ambulance (Mesa, Arizona), the largest air medical provider in Arizona have merged operations effective immediately.  This merger assures that all of Native Air’s existing customers in Arizona, Montana, Texas and Minnesota will continue to be provided the highest level of service. Currently Native Air’s operations are supported by over 200 employees operating 11 helicopters and 5 fixed wing aircraft. 
“By merging the two companies, we are able to offer our customers a comprehensive service model to support our hospital customers and our community partnership programs, as well. I have personally met with the executives of Native Air’s customers, and each spoke very highly of the aviation and medical professionals that serve their communities”, said Jim Weaver, the new president of Native Air.
Omniflight, founded in 1962 and headquartered in Dallas, Texas, has operated a fleet of twin engine and single engine helicopters, largely under traditional hospital contracts. This merger creates one of the largest and best financed full-service air medical companies in the United States, operating a fleet of 55 helicopters and five fixed wing aircraft in 14 states. Omniflight has provided helicopters and aviation professionals to Native Air for the past seven years.  In May of 2003, Omniflight was purchased by a group of investors including Mark Johnson, CEO of Omniflight, Texas Growth Fund, and Navigator Equity Partners. 
“The merger of these two organizations was the next logical step in our plans to broaden the product offering for Omniflight and its customers”, said Mark Johnson. He went on “The combination of these two companies creates a very powerful force in the marketplace today. Our company was one of the best capitalized companies in the industry and now, is even stronger due to additional capital investments by Texas Growth Fund and Blue Sage Capital. We are well positioned to aggressively expand with our existing hospital customers as well as develop additional geographic relationships under the independent provider model”.
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